
 

Rating a “Five Star” Book 

Books can make you think, make you curious, and inspire you to read more.  There are books that 

are so good you wish they were longer, and books you can’t wait to share with a friend.  But how 

can you be sure that the book you’ve read rates five stars?  Sure, you might feel it, but here’s a list 

of criteria to help you be certain.  

 

Withstands the test of time 

A book that can withstand the test of time might also be considered a classic, something that could 

be handed down to the next generation.  Ask yourself, did the author retell a traditional story in a 

unique and interesting way?  Did the writer use rich language and offer a lesson about life or 

learning?  If you can answer yes, chances are you just finished a “Five Star” book. 

 

Inspires readers to follow their dreams 

If your book is one that inspires people to follow their dreams it focuses on real or fictional 

characters that use their imagination to pursue a dream or strive toward a goal.  In the course of 

going after their dreams, the characters might face hardships or struggles.  Ask yourself, did the 

character use determination and survival skills to overcome challenges and reach a personal goal? 

Are you inspired to follow your own dreams?  If you can answer yes, this may be a “Five Star” 

book. 

 

Explores family relationships 

A book that explores family relationships looks at what it means to be a family.  Sometimes it 

reminds the reader of family memories or emotional links.  Other times it raises tough questions 

about the nature of family.  Did the book you read bring up memories of your own family?  Did the 

writer make you question, “Do people need to be related to be family?”  If the book helped you to 

explore family relationships, it’s probably a “Five Star” book. 

 

Extends the readers’ knowledge 

Sometimes a book gives the reader an opportunity to learn new things.  Whether you’re about 

people and events in history, places you would like to visit, or new skills you want to acquire, books 

can add to your existing knowledge and teach you something about the world you live in.   A book 

that extends your knowledge doesn’t have to be nonfiction.  If you learned something new, or if you 

added to something you already knew, you may have just finished a “Five Star” book. 

 

Invites the reader back again and again 

When a book contains multi-layered stories, each time you read it you discover something new. 

Sometimes it’s because of well developed characters or plot.  Other times a writer weaves fact and 

fiction together in a way that intrigues readers and makes them want to read again.  Ask yourself, 

did the book capture your interest and leave you wanting more?  Do you want to read it again and 

again?  If so, you could have read a “Five Star” book. 

 

 

Adapted from: The Reading Teacher, “What makes a good book?” Giorgis, Johnson, Colbert, Franklin and King.  December 

1999/January 2000. 
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